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As we delve into the third part of our se-
ries on forward-facing sonar (FFS), we 
turn our focus to its potential effects on 
Namibian angling. While the technology 
has revolutionized angling globally, Africa 
often trails by a few years in adopting 
such advancements. This lag, however, 
allows us the advantage of observing how 
international associations handle the chal-
lenges and opportunities presented by 
new technologies.

Understanding the Context
In the United States, organizations like 
B.A.S.S. and MLF USA operate as pro-
fessional entities where anglers earn their 
livelihood through competitive fishing. In 
contrast, Namibian angling leagues, like 
most in Africa, remain amateur. This dis-
tinction makes it challenging to align our 
rules perfectly with those of professional 
circuits, though we strive to stay informed 
and adaptable.

Namibian angling associations must con-
sider the following key factors when de-
ciding on FFS:

1.	 What is the USA doing?	  
As highlighted in our previous article, 
professional circuits in the USA are 
shaping the global narrative around 
FFS. Their rulings and the impact on 
their tournaments provide valuable in-
sights, but they are not directly trans-
ferable to amateur leagues.

2.	 What is CIPS-FIPSed doing? 
Namibia’s participation in the World 
Championships under CIPS-FIPSed 
means we must align with their guide-
lines to remain competitive. As of to-
day (1 December 2024), there has 
been no indication of rule changes re-
garding FFS at this level.

3.	 What is Region V doing?	  
Namibian teams also compete in Re-
gion V tournaments across Southern 
Africa. As with the World Champion-
ships, any hasty decisions on our part 
could affect our participation or per-
formance. To date, the Region V com-
mittees have not proposed any rule 
changes regarding FFS.
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Preparing for Decisions
With annual general meetings (AGMs) 
on the horizon, it’s expected that mo-
tions addressing FFS will surface. It’s 
crucial that Namibian angling associa-
tions approach these discussions with 
a balanced perspective, considering all 
implications before deciding on poten-
tial rule changes. The ripple effects of 
these decisions could be far-reaching, 
influencing both domestic and interna-
tional competitions.

The Cost Factor
One of the most significant challenges 
for amateur anglers in Namibia is the 
high cost of FFS equipment. While 
some anglers may justify the invest-
ment, others cannot. This disparity 
raises concerns about fairness and ac-
cessibility within the sport. However, 
there is a silver lining: the high cost of 
FFS reduces its likelihood of misuse 
by poachers, indirectly aiding conser-
vation efforts by limiting access to this 
advanced technology.

Moving Forward
The debate surrounding FFS in Na-
mibia is far from over, and it is vital to 
remain informed as developments un-
fold locally and regionally. While the 
technology promises to enhance the 
angling experience, its integration must 
be carefully managed to ensure fair-
ness, sustainability, and alignment with 
international standards.

Stay tuned as we continue to monitor 
and report on how this matter evolves 
in Namibia and across Southern Africa.
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LOURENS DU PLESSIS:
A JOURNEY OF 

TRANSFORMATION IN ANGLING
I was born on 18 April 1970 as one of 
three siblings. Unlike many of my peers 
in the angling world, my journey into this 
sport wasn’t paved by early exposure to 
fishing. Shore or freshwater angling was 
not a part of my upbringing. My initiation 
into the angling life came much later, 
at the age of 24, thanks to my father-
in-law. He introduced me to the art of 
recreational shore angling, sparking a 
passion that would shape the next three 
decades of my life.

For years, I harboured a belief that fresh-
water angling was not “proper angling” 
and even vowed never to participate in 
it. Shore angling was my domain, and 
I immersed myself deeply in its tech-
niques and culture. However, life often 
has a way of reshaping our perspec-
tives, and mine was no exception.

A significant turning point came after a 
life-changing event that brought a new 
friend into my life. She was a passionate 
freshwater angler, and her enthusiasm 
for the sport was contagious. I quickly re-
alised that if I wanted to spend time with 
her over weekends, I’d have to embrace 
this unfamiliar form of angling. Reluctant-
ly at first, I took up freshwater angling. 
Little did I know that this decision would 
open the door to a new love for the sport 
and a lifelong friendship. Today, I am as 
passionate about freshwater angling as I 
ever was about shore angling.

Outside of angling, I am an entrepreneur 
at heart. Over the years, I have founded 
two companies, driven by my natural 
inclination for problem-solving. I take 
pride in resolving issues with fairness 
and integrity, which has served me well 
in both business and my contributions 
to the angling community.

Two years ago, the Federation faced 
significant challenges as a sports body. 
We had been without a treasurer—or 
“bean counter,” as I like to say—for over 
a year. This administrative gap posed a 
serious threat to our ability to compete 
at a national level. Someone suggested 
my name, and somehow, I accepted the 
role. The rest, as they say, is history.

I approached this responsibility with the 
same dedication I bring to all my endeav-
ours. My first self-imposed assignment 
was to understand the full scope of the 
job. I dived into the legal frameworks, 
constitutions of each facet, and the Na-
mibian laws governing sports bodies. 
This meticulous approach ensured that 
our Federation operated within all regu-
latory frameworks, creating a strong 
foundation for sustainable growth. I 
firmly believe that without robust admin-
istration behind the scenes, no sports 
body can reach its full potential.

This year, I had the honour of represent-
ing the Namibian Masters team at the 
R5 tournament in South Africa. It was a 
proud moment for me and a testament to 
how far my angling journey has come—
from a curious beginner to a passionate 
representative on an international stage.

Angling has taught me not only about 
patience and skill but also about adapt-
ability and the importance of embracing 
change. It’s a sport that has given me a 
deep sense of purpose, lasting friend-
ships, and countless opportunities for 
growth. I look forward to continuing this 
journey, contributing to the sport, and 
inspiring others to find their passion—no 
matter where or when it begins.
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9 NOVEMBER 2024:

A HISTORIC DAY FOR THE NFFA

The 9th of November 2024 will forever be remembered as a 
landmark moment for the Namibia Federation of Freshwater 
Anglers (NFFA). For the first time in its history, the federa-
tion hosted a prize-giving ceremony dedicated to celebrating 
outstanding achievements in freshwater angling. This long-
awaited event was a heartfelt acknowledgment of the dedica-
tion, passion, and tireless efforts of anglers and contributors 
to the sport from 2019 to 2023.

This initiative, years in the making, reflects the NFFA’s com-
mitment to fostering a culture of recognition within the an-
gling community. By honoring past achievements, the federa-
tion also set the stage for what promises to be an enduring 
tradition—an annual celebration of excellence.

Building a Tradition of Recognition:
In its first iteration, the NFFA faced the challenge of establish-
ing criteria for acknowledgment. The decision was made to 
span achievements over five years, from 2019 to 2023. This 
comprehensive approach ensured no significant milestones 
were overlooked while laying a solid foundation for future 
ceremonies. Moving forward, the NFFA plans to focus on 
achievements from the previous year, ensuring the tradition 
remains current and meaningful.

The federation’s vision was clear: Anglers, associations, and 
administrators invest tremendous time, energy, and resourc-
es into the sport, and it was high time their contributions re-
ceived the recognition they deserve.

Dignitaries and Words of Inspiration
The ceremony was graced by esteemed dignitaries from the 
National Sports Commission, whose presence elevated the 
event. Among them, Givean Samulandela delivered a power-
ful and inspiring speech, reminding attendees of the impor-
tance of resilience, unity, and vision in the continued growth 
of freshwater angling.

Honoring Achievements
The evening began with the acknowledgment of members 
who earned National Colours or Federation Coloursbetween 
2019 and 2023. Though there were too many names to list 
individually, each honoree was celebrated for their significant 
contributions to Namibian angling.

Remembering Those We’ve Lost
A somber yet heartfelt moment followed, as the NFFA paid 
tribute to anglers who have passed away since 2019. These 
individuals were more than participants—they were integral to 
the fabric of the angling community, leaving an indelible mark 
on the sport.
•	 Anton & Elmarie Smit (NBAA)
•	 Kai Ahrens (NBAA)
•	 Anton de Wit (NBAA)
•	 Eddie Cowley (NLTBFAA)
•	 Louis Botha (NFBAA)
•	 Johan Agenbach (NFBAA)
•	 Wessel Moolman (NFBAA)
•	 John Steyn (RAN)
•	 Kola van der Post (RAN)
•	 Desmond Bekker (RAN)
•	 Christian Lewis (RAN)

Their memory lives on in the hearts of their families and the 
angling community. May their souls rest in eternal peace.

continued on page 4

Senior Men AOYs: Jürgen Geiger (NBAA); Rainer Horn 
(NLTBFAA); Leon Diedericks (NFBAA); and Mauro Rosa (RAN)

Ladies AOYs: Bonita Horn (NLTBFAA); Sarita Taljaard 
(NFBAA); Suzette Rosa (RAN); and Madri Opperman (NBAA)



Breaking Records
The event also shone a spotlight on remarkable record-break-
ing achievements since 2019, showcasing the relentless pur-
suit of excellence in Namibian freshwater angling. Lilani Meyer 
set a new benchmark in ladies’ bank angling by landing an 
impressive barbel (African sharp-tooth catfish) weighing 15.02 
kg. Meanwhile, on 7 September 2024, Boeta van Niekerk 
shattered the men’s national barbel record with an astonishing 
catch of 30.15 kg, measuring 154 cm in length, at Naute Dam.

Adding to the celebrations, the Namibia Light Tackle Boat 
Freshwater Angling Association (NLTBFAA) boasted two 
new records of their own. Annemarie Kotze set a new ladies’ 
record for mudfish (Labeo capensis) with a catch weighing 
1.37 kg, while Devin Klein reeled in a stunning 4 kg bass at 
Lake Oanob, setting a new record in the process.

These achievements highlight the skill, dedication, and pas-
sion of Namibia’s anglers. While the men’s barbel record 
might stand the test of time, the impressive catches at Naute 
Dam suggest that the ladies’ record could soon be sur-
passed. Congratulations to all the record-breakers for raising 
the bar in Namibian freshwater angling!

Recognizing Legends
The highlight of the evening was the recognition of the Leg-
ends of Angling. These individuals have achieved remarkable 
results as anglers and contributed immensely to the adminis-
tration and growth of the sport. The NFFA acknowledged not 
only their victories but also their sacrifices, which have laid 
the foundation for future generations of anglers. The follow-
ing legends will be enshrined in the NFFA Hall of Fame (once 
the federation’s website is revamped in the very near future):
•	 Andre Barlow, Johan Botha, Strijs Coertzen, Duppie du 

Plessis, Jurgen Geiger, Anton Halgreen, Hakkie Horn, 
Paul Opperman, Max Pieper, Mauro Rosa, Anton Sea-
brooke, Anton Smit (RIP), Paul Steyn, Panna van Staden, 
and Andre van Vuuren.

These individuals embody the spirit of the sport, inspiring not 
only their peers but also the younger generations who look 
up to them.

Anglers of the Year: 2019–2023
The prestigious Angler of the Year (AOY) awards celebrated 
consistency, skill, and dedication across several categories. 

Each winner demonstrated exceptional 
prowess, earning the respect and 

admiration of the community.

•	 Junior AOYs:
—— Dex Geiger (NBAA)
—— Ricus van Staden (NFBAA)
—— Kian du Plessis (NLTBFAA)
—— IJ Grobelaar (RAN)

Junior anglers represent the future of the sport. Their devel-
opment is critical to the survival and growth of freshwater 
angling, making it essential for the community to nurture and 
invest in their talents.

•	 Masters AOYs:
—— Jacques Marais (NBAA)
—— Andre Barlow (NFBAA)
—— Hakkie Horn (NLTBFAA)
—— Strijs Coertzen (RAN)

Masters are the custodians of wisdom and experience. Their 
enduring passion and skill exemplify the heights that dedica-
tion to the sport can achieve.

•	 Ladies AOYs:
—— Madri Opperman (NBAA)
—— Sarita Taljaard (NFBAA)
—— Bonita Horn (NLTBFAA)
—— Suzette Rosa (RAN)

The growing participation of women in freshwater angling is a 
source of pride for the community. Many of these ladies have 
transitioned from learning the craft to becoming formidable 
competitors who inspire others.

•	 Senior Men AOYs:
—— Jurgen Geiger (NBAA)
—— Leon Diedericks (NFBAA)
—— Rainer Horn (NLTBFAA)
—— Mauro Rosa (RAN)

These seasoned anglers have become icons in Namib-
ian angling, demonstrating excellence year after year. Their 
achievements set a benchmark for all who aspire to great-
ness in the sport.

A Vision for the Future
This inaugural ceremony was more than a celebration—it was 
a declaration of the NFFA’s commitment to honoring and ad-
vancing the sport of freshwater angling. By reflecting on the 
past, the federation seeks to inspire the present and build a 
brighter future.

Congratulations to all honorees, and may the legacy of Namibian 
freshwater angling continue to thrive for generations to come.
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Dex Geiger – 
NBAA Junior AOY

Kian du Plessis – 
NLTBFAA Junior AOY
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EXCITEMENT AND STRATEGY 
SHINE AT THE PARATUS HOTSPOT AND 
WBM LUREWORKS CHRISTMAS CUP

The King Price Insurance Team Tournament Trail wrapped up 
the year in thrilling fashion with two back-to-back bass tour-
naments: the Paratus Hotspot on Saturday, 30 November, 
and the WBM Lureworks Christmas Cup on Sunday, 1 De-
cember. Hosted by MLF Namibia, these tournaments intro-
duced an innovative twist, using the Keepnet app to create 
an open venue format. Anglers had the freedom to choose 
their fishing locations, adding a layer of strategy to the events 
while ensuring minimal pressure on fish during the sensitive 
spawning season.

Paratus Hotspot: Tactical Choices at Lake Oanob and 
Von Bach Dam
The Paratus Hotspot saw intense competition as teams 
employed various tactics to maximise their results. Ruffnek 
Basswarehouse emerged victorious, weighing in a solid limit 
of five bass for a total of 8.49kg at Lake Oanob. Their stra-
tegic approach and ability to capitalise on the conditions of 
their chosen venue paid off handsomely.  WBM Lureworks 
#2 secured second place with five bass weighing 7.26kg, 
opting for the waters of Von Bach Dam. Not far behind, Wil-
liams & Knight Insurance Brokers #1 rounded out the top 
three with five bass totalling 7.09kg, also from Lake Oanob. 
Wilber Slabber caught the biggest bass of the day, an im-
pressive 2.70kg, at Von Bach Dam, showcasing individual 
skill alongside team efforts.

The flexibility of venue choice pushed anglers to think critical-
ly about location-specific strategies, showcasing the depth 
of skill in the field.

TOP RESULTS FOR PARATUS HOTSPOT
TEAM RESULTS
1.	 Team Ruffnek Basswarehouse – 5 bass, 8.49kg (Lake 

Oanob)
2.	 Team WBM Lureworks #2 – 5 bass, 7.26kg (Von Bach 

Dam)
3.	 Team Williams & Knight Insurance Brokers – 5 bass, 

7.09kg (Lake Oanob)
4.	 Team Vingers – 5 bass, 6.78kg (Von Bach Dam)
5.	 Team Moegoes – 4 bass, 6.12kg (Von Bach Dam)

INDIVIDUAL RESULTS (SENIOR MEN)
1.	 Jürgen Geiger – 5 Bass, 8.49kg (Lake Oanob)
2.	 Alec Williams – 5 Bass, 7.09kg 

(Lake Oanob)
3.	 Richard Grant – 5 Bass, 6.67kg 

(Von Bach Dam)
4.	 Neels van Tonder – 5 Bass, 

6.20kg (Von Bach Dam)
5.	 Thinus Williams – 5 Bass, 

5.25kg (Lake Oanob)

Jürgen Geiger with a healthy Lake Oanob bass of 2.970 kg.

Ulrich Fourie was the winner of the Individual Junior division.

continued on page 6
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INDIVIDUAL RESULTS (JUNIORS)
1.	 Ulrich Fourie – 2 Bass, 3.05kg (Von Bach Dam)
2.	 Christian Sowden – 1 Bass, 1.13kg (Von Bach Dam)
3.	 Archer Kotze – 1 Bass, 1.07kg (Von Bach Dam)

TOP RESULTS FOR WBM LUREWORKS 
CHRISTMAS CUP
1.	 Team Ruffnek Basswarehouse – 5 bass, 6.28kg (Lake 

Oanob)
2.	 Team WBM Lureworks #1 – 4 bass, 5.51kg (Lake Oanob)
3.	 Team WBM Lureworks #2 – 3 bass, 4.09kg (Von Bach 

Dam)
4.	 Team Fluke 2.00 – 2.55kg (Von Bach Dam)
5.	 Team Kotze 1.00 – 2.33kg (Von Bach Dam)

INDIVIDUAL RESULTS (SENIOR MEN)
1.	 Neil Engelbrecht – 4 Bass, 5.51kg (Lake Oanob)
2.	 Richard Grant – 3 Bass, 4.09kg (Von Bach Dam)
3.	 Jürgen Geiger – 2 Bass, 3.44kg (Lake Oanob)
4.	 James van Rooyen – 2 Bass, 2.84kg (Lake Oanob)
5.	 Wilber Slabber – 3 Bass, 2.10kg (Von Bach Dam)

WBM Lureworks Christmas Cup: Strategy Continues
The WBM Lureworks Christmas Cup kept the excitement go-
ing, with teams adjusting their strategies for day two. Ruffnek 
Basswarehouse once again demonstrated their skills, top-
ping the leaderboard with five bass weighing 6.28kg from 
Lake Oanob. Consistency was key for this team, cementing 
their dominance over the weekend.

Second place went to WBM Lureworks with a four-bass bag 
weighing 5.51kg, also at Lake Oanob, while WBM Lureworks 
2 claimed third place with three bass totalling 4.09kg from 
Von Bach Dam.

Neil Engelbrecht stole the spotlight with the biggest bass 
of the event, a stunning 3.05kg catch at Lake Oanob, add-
ing another highlight to the weekend’s achievements. The re-
duced pressure on specific locations due to the open venue 
format allowed for more thoughtful angling decisions, ensur-
ing fair competition across the board.

Innovation Driving the Sport Forward
The decision to host the tournaments as open venue events 
was a game-changer, fostering excitement and variety among 
competitors. This approach highlighted the strategic depth 
required in competitive bass fishing while simultaneously pro-
moting sustainable practices by reducing stress on spawning 
fish. As MLF Namibia continues to lead the way in innovative 
tournament formats, the King Price Insurance Team Tourna-
ment Trail has solidified itself as a must-fish series for bass 
fishing enthusiasts. With top-tier competition and cutting-

continued from page 5

edge technology, the future of bass fishing in Namibia looks 
brighter than ever.

That concludes the 2024 MLF & NBAA tournament trail—
a season filled with thrilling competition and memorable 
achievements. The NBAA extends its heartfelt gratitude to 
King Price and all the sponsors whose 
support made this exceptional year 
possible. As the community reflects 
on the successes of 2024, excitement 
grows for a promising 2025 season, 
with hopes of full dams and new oppor-
tunities to elevate the sport even further. 
Here’s to another year of growth, camara-
derie, and outstanding angling! 

Neil Engelbrecht caught the biggest bass of the weekend.

Team WBM Lureworks 2 with some good von Bach bass.
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MLF’s Progressive Approach to 
FFS Regulations
Major League Fishing (MLF), known for 
its innovation and dynamic competition 
formats, has taken a more dramatic 
stance on forward-facing sonar with 
their 2025 rules.

•	 Maximum Two FFS Transducers: 
Anglers competing in MLF will be al-
lowed to use up to two FFS trans-
ducers, with no restrictions on their 
placement. This flexibility allows 
anglers to tailor their sonar setup 
based on personal preference and 
strategy, reflecting MLF’s progres-
sive approach to technology.

•	 Restricted Usage Periods: Per-
haps the most groundbreaking 
change is the restriction on when 
FFS can be used. Anglers will only 
be allowed to use FFS technology 
in one out of the three competition 
periods. This rule introduces an el-
ement of strategy, as anglers must 
decide when to deploy their FFS 
advantage. For the remaining two 
periods, anglers must rely on more 
traditional methods of locating fish, 
such as standard depth finders or 
their own instincts.

This change reflects MLF’s commitment 
to balancing modern technology with 

continued from page 1

MEET OUR 
VICE-PRESIDENT

RICHARD GRANT
Our Vice President, Richard Grant, has 
nurtured a deep passion for angling 
since his early years, inspired by treas-
ured memories of fishing along the 
rugged Namibian coast with his father 
and grandfather. After moving to South 
Africa in 1997, Richard discovered fly 
fishing and devoted himself to mastering 
this art. His return to Namibia in 2008 
presented limited fly-fishing opportuni-
ties, prompting him to pivot towards 
bass angling. In 2010, he began com-
peting in local bass tournaments, quickly 
making a name for himself in the sport.

Richard joined the executive council of 
the Namibia Bass Angling Association 
(NBAA) in 2012 and assumed the role 
of chairman in 2014, leading the organ-
ization through a transformative period 
until 2022. Under his leadership, the 
NBAA achieved numerous milestones 
that strengthened the association’s im-
pact on Namibian angling.

KEY ACHIEVEMENTS DURING 
RICHARD’S TENURE:
1. Digital Transformation: Richard 

led the NBAA’s digital evolution, 
launching an official website and 
modernizing administrative process-
es. This innovation streamlined com-
munications, promoted event partici-
pation, and established NBAA as a 

forward-thinking sports association.
2. Economic Impact Survey: To illu-

strate the value of sport angling in 
Namibia, Richard conducted a na-
tional and international economic im-
pact survey. The data underscored 
angling’s economic contributions, 
paving the way for collaborative ef-
forts with Namibia’s Ministry of Fish-
eries and Marine Resources and the 
University of Namibia. This initiative 
empowered the NBAA to play an ac-
tive role in fisheries management.

3. Importing Live Aquatics: Richard  
was instrumental in securing NF-
FA’s official registration as a live 
aquatic importer, enabling the im-
port of bass from South Africa to di-
versify and strengthen the genetic 
pool of local waters. This initiative 
has since enriched bass popula-
tions in Namibia’s fishing waters.

4. Conservation at S. Von Bach 
Dam: Acknowledging an ecologi-
cal imbalance at S. Von Bach Dam, 
Richard successfully lobbied for 
permits to cull African sharptooth 
catfish, an invasive species that had 
overrun the dam. This permitted re-
moval of 8 tons of barbel restored 
equilibrium among fish populations, 
contributing to sustainable fishing. 
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MLF NAMIBIA’S 
REMARKABLE DEBUT 

AT THE INAUGURAL MLF 
CHINA CHAMPIONSHIPS

Namibian anglers Neil Engelbrecht and 
Richard Grant recently embarked on 
a groundbreaking journey to China to 
represent Namibia in the prestigious 
first-ever MLF China Championships, 
hosted at the scenic Tiantai Lake in 
Zanhuang, Hebei Province. Their jour-
ney was nothing short of epic—from the 
extensive travel itinerary to the warm, 
enthusiastic welcome that awaited 
them in Beijing.

Arrival in Beijing: Building Interna-
tional Camaraderie
Leaving Namibia on October 8th, the 
team flew over 15,000 kilometers, pass-
ing through Johannesburg, Hong Kong, 
and finally landing in Beijing. They were 
greeted at the Beijing airport by Wilson 
Li, organizer of MLF China, alongside 
MLF USA representatives and well-

known American pros Matt Becker, 
Brittany Bass, Brent Chapman, and 
James Elam. Engelbrecht and Grant 
felt an immediate bond with their inter-
national counterparts, brought together 
by a shared passion for bass fishing 
and a unique curiosity about Chinese 
culture. Their first day featured a tour 
of Beijing’s most iconic sights: Tianan-
men Square, the Forbidden City, and 
the Temple of Heaven. They marveled 
at Beijing’s cleanliness and the rich his-
tory surrounding them, especially under 
Wilson’s expert guidance.

A Grand Welcome at Tiantai Lake
After an action-packed day of sightsee-
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NEED MORE INFORMATION ON COMPETITIVE FRESHWATER 
ANGLING IN NAMIBIA OR WANT TO JOIN?

CONTACT ANY OF OUR ASSOCIATIONS:

Namibia Freshwater Bank Angling Association (NFBAA)
Hester Coetzee
081 462 4572

namibiafreshwaterbankangling@gmail.com

Namibia Light Tackle Boat Freshwater Angling Association (NLTBFAA)
Henry du Plessis 
081 857 8430

okadupsheriff@gmail.com

River Angling Namibia (RAN)
Suzette

081 146 9321
https://crockango.com/ran/

Namibia Bass Angling Association (NBAA)
https://www.nbaanamibia.com

Madri Opperman
081 2333 735

nbaasec@gmail.com


